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Cultural historians’ enquiries often encounter a tension between the need to build
up holistic interpretations and syntheses and the need for close reading, for dense
microhistorical analyses. The Conference investigates the ways in which today’s cultural
historians perceive “the grand narratives” and holistic interpretations. It explores the
challenges that are involved in combining micro- and macro levels, and asks what kinds
of new viewpoints the cultural historian’s investigations can open.

The Conference is thematically open. Original papers addressing theoretical and/or
methodological questions or suggesting new interpretations arising from empirical
analysis are welcomed. The papers may discuss for example the following topics:

• What kinds of metanarratives and models of narrative have been used or are used
by cultural historians?

• In what ways do our new interpretations challenge established narratives? For
example: Does the history of emotions undermine a history which is based on the
idea of progress? How does the history of corporeality or bodiliness negotiate with
Norbert Elias’s civilization theory? Does gender history challenge the narrative of
the birth of the individual?

1

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/isch/
http://www.utu.fi/


• What kinds of syntheses can cultural history construct by changing the vantage
point? What will the world look like, for example, when seen through the eyes of
a reading or a writing person of the past?

• What is the relationship of the narrated cultural history to the narrator’s own
culture?

• How do the narratives of cultural history relate to the understanding of epochs?
In what way does our research take into account the people’s understanding of
their own time, their past and their future? Is our perception, for example, of a
Victorian culture a Victorian creation?

• Does cultural history have a canon or several canons?

• Who has the right to make cultural historical interpretations? At whom is cultural
history aimed?

• Is cultural history colonizing? How broad is the concept of culture? Do the micro-
and macro levels recognise a similar concept of culture?

• How can we identify the general in the particular?

• In what ways can we challenge “the grand narratives” or established interpretations
with new or different kinds of sources?

• Does today’s cultural history relate to the history of civilizations, universal history
or Weberian comparative history?

• In what ways do media culture and popular memory challenge cultural historical
interpretations? How do new media, television, cinema, theatre, and literature
build up cultural history?

• How does a cultural historian as a teacher make syntheses: what – and how – do
we teach in the foundational or introductory courses on cultural history?

We welcome proposals for individual papers and complete sessions. Presentations
should be 20 minutes in length. The deadline for abstracts is 30 October 2009. The
length of the abstracts is 250 words. Abstracts can be submitted at http://isch2010.utu.fi/

The language of the conference is English, but full sessions in other languages can
be proposed. Presentations in languages other than English should be accompanied by
hand-outs or projector presentations of main points in English and discussion in English
should be possible. All abstracts should be in English.

Further information at the conference web-site http://isch2010.utu.fi/
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